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XXVIL 4n Extraét of a Letter, giving an Account of

a large number of Urns dug sp at North Elm-
ham in Norfolk. Communicated by Peter Le
Neve, Efq; Norroy, F. R.S.

Docling, Fuly 16. 1711,

& IR,

Was laft Week at Greffenhall, where Y was inform’d

of ,.an unufual Numb:r of Urns hitely difcover’d in
the Neighbourhood of that Place ; which teing a Cu-
riofity relating to a pare of Learning, which you zre fo
well acquainted with, and {0 good a judge of, I thall
take the Liberty of giving you a more particubr Ac-
count of it, which I promife my {elf will not be unwel-
ceme to you.

In the Partth of Elwbam, aboue helt a Mile from the
Town (or better) there is a Clofe called the Broom clofe,
lying on the Welt-fide of the Road trom Elmbim to
Beetly, and belongs to Mr Harvy of Buckenbam. About
Candlemafs 1aft fome Labourers were rep:iting the Tence
the South fide of the Clofe, and in the botrom of
the Ditch accidentally pitch’d upen a Pot, which they
expeled to have been full of Marey, sng 2! o ran-
{acking 5 but finding rothing bur Dull and AThee, went
to their Work agein, and dioging on fourd two or
three more; but (to their great Sriet and Difappoint-
m.nt) the Conrents the {ame. When they came home
at Night {the value of tiwir Drize giving them no Qcea-
fior: to cenceal their Difcovery) they poblid what
they had found, ard in 2 Yiztie time were inform’d rhac
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they were Urns: The Report of which put fome Per-
tons of more Curiofity upcn a further Search 3 and dig-
ging firlt under the Hedge, afterward further into the
Clofe, found great quantities of them, and feveral very
iwar together, There is one Man in the Parith who
has Leen chicfly employed in this Seasch for feverel
People, and the Number that he has taken up fince the
arlt Dhftovery, falls fhore very livle of 120. and yet
the compafs of Ground turn’d up on this Occafion does
1ot amount to more than a Rood of Land (7. e, One
cuarter of an Acre) The Clofe where they are found is
nigh Land, and this Place the highelt partcof iry the
seil a fharp Gravel, and very dry, and lies next to a
rilghway. As for the Urrs themfilves, they are gene-
rz2ily of the fame Shepe, bur of very different Sizes.
The Shape of the(e 15 conformable 10 the Reprefen-

tations ufually exhibited in the Deferiptions of Urns;
viz. the Bottom parrow, a little flatted (and in fome
quite reund) wider upward s the Top contralied to a
narrow Mouth: The Earth courfe, the Work reugh and
uneven, bur generally well burnt ;) forme of them ightly
wrotght and indented (the Work exprefies very lictle
Skill or Care) and fome plein, of which Iaft fore [ have
cne perfeGly entire (not yet open’d)

The Size is various 3 fome of the Capacity of 2 Quast,
{me two, fome rhree Quarts, and one I have (unopin'd
vet) that I belicve will cortein a Gallon.

o

~
i

he Pots are very tender when they come firly out
of the Greand, and frequently {uffer by the Weands of
the Spade r Thev are moft of them broken{more or icfs)
ta rhe taking of them up, and hardly any that have
not thcir Mouths broken 5 of which many of them fe=m
to be done, as they lie in the Ground, by the weight
of the Earch preffing upon thum, or the Feet of
Hor{us going over them, as appears by the broken piecss
of {everal of them found a good way dowa among ihe
Earth,
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The Urns are found at uncertain Depths; {ome very
near the Surface, fome two, fome three Spits deep, which
is the deepcft any Body has taken the Pains to le hi-
therto.

As for the Contents (by what T can hear) they are
gen-rally the fame. I have open’d feveral of them, and
found 1n all of chem pleaty of pieces of broken Bones,
fome Black with burping, and fome turn’'d to Athes,
with foms pizces of courfe Glafs run and fticking to the
Bones 5 which whether it procceded from any thing of
thot kind burat with the Bady, or only the Linly Zarth
virrifed with the frength of tle Fire (as I am inclined
to think) is doubtful. Bcﬁdes found fome pieces of
Brafs, fome run, fome much burnt, and Ome not in-
jur’d, with {fome picces of Iron, but {c decay’d with
roft, that their Figure or Ufe is bard to judge of. [
have fome Knives and other odd things, but much caten
and decay’d with Ruft: Buc the Brafa, wlich is not
burnt to p; ces, remeins generally firm and entire. One
thing is remarkable, we find a great many pair of (mali
Nippers (:ucz 25 we pull ont Hairs m'h) commonly of
Brafss and moft of them fo p.». & and goed, that the

Adges are full {quare, and the 3pring as {trong as any
we cin make of the Mettal. Thefe are chiefly “the par-
ticulars of what we find: But as for Coins (which of
all things were moft ro be wifhied for) we meet with
none. I hear of two in the Hands of & Verfon of Elee-
hamy but had not an oprortanity of examining them :
But when they were found or taken up I can't t-ﬂ%o [
have one found tother Day in an Urp, but very im-
perfed ; what remains of the Impreffion looks more like
Brisifh than Roman 5 but by the ﬂnp; of the Coln and
Mettz] it fhould be the latter, tho’ I think not eafiz to
detcriuin

I have here given you an account of our Difcovery,
which I am fenfible would afford ground for fevera]
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Remarks 5 but my defign being only to give you a Nar-
rative, and not to Criticize or make Obfervations, I
lezave that Province to thofe who are better able to
make a Judgment of thefe Circumnftances: And as it is
preety fure the Uras are Reman, and confequently that
the Number muft denote a Station or Coleny of that
People: So 1 fhould be glad to hear your Thoughts and
Opinion of the Place where that Station was appoinred,
or Colony planied 5 upon what Occafion, and at what
time it might be placed there. 1 am, e

Naove, Two of thefe Urns, of different fizes, with pieces
of Bones, Afbes, Teeth, and part of an old Brafs Inftrument
(fuppefed to have beer a Roman Fibula} contained in them,
were prefented to the Royal Society by Mr Le N:ve,. and
ave in their Repofitory at their Houfe in Crane-Court iz
Fleetftreet.

XXIX. Some Obfervations upon Lough-Neagh in
Ireland.  Ina Letter from Francis Nevill Efg;
to the Lord Bifhop of Clogher.

Belturbet, Feb. 12. 1712-13.
My L OR D,

Hope it will not be amif to give your Lordfhip an
Account of what I have heard and cbferv’d of our
confiderable Lake Lough Neagh, fo much talk’d of for
its changing Weod inta Stone, which Report is too much
credited by {fome, who do yet live near the Lowgh 5 bat
I can affure your Lordfhip, there is no fuch petrifying
Quality in that Water. Ilived fourteen Years in Dune
ganmm



